Firebacks served a couple of purposes. The first and perhaps the most important was to protect the wall at the back
of the fireplace. Unlike modern construction, early fireplaces were susceptible to the destructive impact of fire.
Placing a sheet of cast iron (a fireback) would go a long way to mitigating this vulnerability. In addition to
protection the fireback would also provide a comfortable radiant heat. While the fire is burning in the hearth the
fireback absorbs a great deal of heat. Once the fire dies out the fireback will release its absorbed heat into the room.
Another purpose of the firebacks was aesthetics. It is very common to see designs and themes cast in to the plates.
Some of the more common designs found are coat-of-arms, mythical, or romantic scenes. This is a very charming
18th century Flemish fireback depicting a swan and fox.
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Category
Firebacks.

Circa:
1700-30

Inventory Number:
A5710

Dimensions:
16 (h) x (d) x 14 (w)

Price :
$1,950.00
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http://www.beauchampantiques.com/antique/fireplace-accessories/firebacks/

Early 18th century Flemish fireback depicting a swan and fox, circa 1700-30.
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Early 18th century Flemish fireback epicting a swan and fox, circa 1700-30.



http://www.beauchampantiques.com/inventory/early-18th-century-flemish-fireback-depicting-swan-and-fox/a5710c/#main



http://www.beauchampantiques.com/inventory/early-18th-century-flemish-fireback-depicting-swan-and-fox/a5710a/#main

Early 18th century Flemish fireback depicting a swan and fox, circa 1700-30.



